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Walnut Hills High School Class of 2020 





Walnut Resources 

School Counselors 
Mrs. Morgan (A-G) 

 Ms. Ficklin (H-O) 

Mr. Cabrera (P-Z) 

College and career counseling 

College selection process 

 Secondary School Report    
(recommendation/transcript) 

Letters of recommendation  
 

 



College Information Center 
Ms. Siler, Ms. Uhrig 

Standardized test preparation/interpretation 

Essay brainstorming, writing  

and editing 

Resume development 

Interviewing  skills 

 

Walnut Resources 



Walnut Resources 

Writing Center 
 

Dr. Carlton-Ford, Mr. Cheeseman, Ms. Burroughs, Dr. Graner, Prof. Petonito 

 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 7:30-2:30 

 

 Essay review 

 Editing / proofreading 



Graduation Expectations 

At the time of graduation, each student is 

expected to have identified a post-graduation 

pathway. 

The 3 Es 

1. Enroll 

2. Enlist 

3. Employ  



START NOW ! 



Important Steps 

 

Research deadlines 

Create a matrix 

By school 

Important dates 

Requirements 

For some schools, admissions application is 
scholarship application 

 
 



• Help getting organized...screenshot of College 

Application Checklist – or at end? 

Naviance > Welcome section > Read more > link to “College Application Checklist” 

http://www.walnuthillseagles.com/news-pdfs/2019/College_Planning_Handbook_2020.pdf




Decision Plans 

 

Early Action (not binding) 

Early Decision (binding) 

Regular  

Rolling 

Priority 

 



Naviance (a new look) NAVIANCE  

















 The 
Application  



Application 

The Common Application 

Institutional Application(s)  

READ DIRECTIONS!! 

Pay Attention to details, especially deadlines! 

OSU – Nov. 1 

UC – Dec. 1 

 



The Common Application 

www.commonapp.org 

There is a link on your Naviance home page 

Firefox or Chrome 

Common App/Naviance Match 

College selected in Dashboard 

Education section completed 

FERPA waiver signed 

http://www.commonapp.org/


 





Completed Application 

Complete Application 

Send test scores from testing agency 

Pay application fee 

Request letters of recommendation from 

teachers 

Complete Counselor Transcript Request Form 





Counselor/Teacher 

Transcript Review (Sept. 5 - Sept. 12) 

Transcript Request (2 weeks+ notice) 

Senior Packet (2 weeks+ notice) 

Parent Brag Sheet (2 weeks+ notice) 

Counselor Recommendations (2 weeks+ notice) 

Teacher Recommendations (2 weeks+ notice) 

 





 



 

Step 1 

Step 2 



 





Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Step 4 





01/02/03 



If you matched without moving colleges in Naviance, use the edit 

pencil to change deadlines and application types, if necessary. 



 



Teacher 
Recommendations 



Helping 
Recommenders 

 

Ask early in a face-to-face meeting  

Provide teachers with written information: 
Where you are applying/deadlines 

Academic and career goals 

Provide examples of your best work (paper, 
experiment, creative assignment) from that class 

 If applicable, include your favorite topic from that 
class with an explanation of why! 

 Write thank-you notes and let recommenders 
know where you will be attending 

 

 



How to Request 

Meet with your teachers to ask if they will 

recommend you 

Then, add teachers in Naviance 

For each teacher, specify the colleges along with 

deadlines where he or she should send the 

recommendations 







 



 



 



 







 



Financial Aid 

Net price calculator on each college website 

Financial Aid Night on September 19th 

FAFSA applications available on October 1st 

Know your individual college financial aid 
 deadlines! 

FAFSA Support Programs at Walnut this fall:  
 October 1 and October 22 from 4-7 p.m. 
 October 8 from 12:00-3:00 p.m.   
 by appointment only 



Testing  



Testing 

ACT or SAT? 

Some schools are “test optional” 

Some require “subject area” tests (SAT Subject Tests) 

YOU must order official score reports for each school 
(4-6 weeks in advance of deadline) 

May send scores to 4 colleges as part of the testing fee, 
up to 5 days (ACT) or 9 days (SAT) after test date 

 If you send ACT scores later, cost is $13.00 per test 
date per college.  

 If you send SAT scores later, cost is $12.00 per college. 
Any or all scores can be sent to a college in a single 
report. 

 



Upcoming test dates for 

ACT 

• October 26 (9/20) 

• December 14 (11/8) 

• February 8  (1/10/20) 

• April 4  (2/28) 

• June 13  (5/8)  



Upcoming test dates for 

SAT 

• October 5   (9/6) 

• November 2  (10/3) 

• December 7  (11/8) 

• March 14   (2/14/2020) 

• May 2   (4/3) 

• June 6   (5/8)  



The Essay 



Fundamental 

Principle 

 
 

 

 

OWN YOUR OWN STORY 

 

Share a story that is uniquely 

yours, one that no one else 

could tell 



Definitely avoid! 

 

Pretentious, inauthentic voice that 

comes from trying to impress the 

admissions officers 

 

Overused topics and trite, overstated 

reflections 
 

 



Definitely do! 

 

Write with detail and description – 
add enough detail that you tell a 
story that no one else could tell 

 

Write in a real, honest voice – sound 
like you.  Let your personality shine 
through the essay. 
 



Senior To-Do List 

Maintain focus on academics 

Finalize college list  

Make applications 

Order official test scores 

Invite teacher recommenders 

Choose decision plan(s) 

Seek out application/scholarship resources now! 

Enjoy your senior year!! 

Appreciate your family!  



Senior Programs 

FULL 



 Started Today! 


